I.
Requisites for Admission: Citizenship and Alien Status
An applicant must be a citizen of the United States, an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence or an alien otherwise authorized to work lawfully in the United States.  La. S. Ct. Rule XVII, Sec. 3(B).  An applicant who indicates that he or she is not a natural born citizen of the United States on the Bar Examination Application or Law Student Registration form must provide proof of status.
The Committee shall consider each application on a case by case basis to determine if an applicant has proved that he or she is a naturalized citizen, permanent resident or alien otherwise authorized to work lawfully in the United States.  As it pertains to the bar admissions process, in order for an applicant to prove that he or she is an alien authorized to work lawfully in the United States, the applicant must establish that he or she has been granted or assigned a visa status that would allow the applicant to practice law or otherwise engage in the legal profession in the United States.

II.
Equivalency
Application:   In order to meet the requisites for admission, an applicant who graduates from a law school not located in the United States or its territories may submit an application for an equivalency determination in accordance with La. Sup. Ct.  Rule XVII, Sec. 6. 
Equivalency Determination Panel:  A panel comprised of faculty members from each ABA accredited law school in this state, appointed by the Court, shall consider all requests for equivalency determination and make recommendations to the Committee.  One member of the Committee shall also be appointed to the panel, but such member shall only vote in the event of a tie.  
Burden of Proof:  The applicant bears the burden of proving that his or her education is equivalent to that offered in the United States or its territories by a law school accredited by the American Bar Association.
American Law School Credit:  The applicant must also prove that he or she has successfully completed a minimum of 14 hours of credit, or the equivalent, at an ABA accredited law school, in any of the following subjects:  Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law, Corporations or Business Organizations, Evidence, Federal Jurisdiction, Federal Civil Procedure, Intellectual Property, Louisiana Civil Procedure, Louisiana Obligations Law, Professional Responsibility, Taxation, Torts, Uniform Commercial Code.  No more than 4 hours in any one subject shall be counted toward the requirement.  La. Sup. Ct. Rule XVII, Sec. 6(B).  
Deadlines:
The deadline for filing an equivalency application to sit for the July bar examination is December 1 of the calendar year preceding the examination.  The equivalency application deadline for the February bar examination is August 1 of the preceding calendar year.  La. Sup. Ct. Rule XVII, Sec 6(A).  The Panel shall meet twice annually.  It shall consider and act upon applications no later than January 15 for the July examination and no later than October 15 for the February examination.  La. Sup. Ct. Rule XVII, Sec. 6(C).   
Filing requirements:  Applicants must file an original and seven (7) copies of the application and required documentation, and the fee of $50.00 payable to the LA Supreme Court Committee on Bar Admissions.  Completed applications and documentation must be submitted by the deadline dates to the Committee’s administrative office at the address provided on the application.
Required Documentation:  Applicants must supply: 
1. An Equivalency Determination Application:  All entries must be legibly handwritten or typed in English.   All questions must be answered on the application form.  A response of “see attached” or “see enclosed documents” is not a sufficient answer.
2. Current mailing address:  If an applicant’s address changes during the processing period, it is the applicant’s duty to advise the Committee in writing. All correspondence will be mailed to the address provided by the applicant.
3. Proof of citizenship or alien status:   If the applicant is not a natural born citizen of the United States, the applicant must provide a copy of his or her naturalization certificate, permanent resident card or visa.  It is the applicant’s burden to prove an acceptable status.  If an applicant is claiming status as an “alien otherwise authorized to work lawfully in the United States” he or she must provide proof that his or her visa status allows the applicant to practice law or otherwise engage in the legal profession in the United States
4. Transcripts of formal legal education. 
5. Curriculum, catalog, program of study or similar documentation which provides a description of courses offered and requirements of the legal education programs attended by the applicant.
6. Copy of original diplomas.
7. Information about the Universities that provided the applicant’s legal training (e.g. whether the institutions are private or public, dates of charter, accreditation  information).

8.
Proof of admission, licensing and/or good standing in all legal, professional and/or bar associations:  If an applicant is admitted to practice law in any jurisdiction, proof of membership and good standing must be provided.
9.
Professional resume.

10.
Letters of recommendation:  Applicants must provide letters from two individuals who are licensed to practice in any jurisdiction in which the applicant is currently licensed to practice. If the applicant is not currently licensed to practice, letters of recommendation from the institution at which the applicant received his or her legal education must be submitted.  The letters must be addressed to the Committee.  The recommending party must have and express recent knowledge of the applicant’s accomplishments.  The letter must be recently written and should not appear to be a form letter.   

11.
Any other documentation the applicant believes will assist the Committee.  
Translations:  All supporting documents that are in a foreign language must be translated into English.
LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON BAR ADMISSIONS

APPLICATION FOR EQUIVALENCY DETERMINATION
Supreme Court of Louisiana

Committee on Bar Admissions

2800 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 310

Metairie, Louisiana 70002
This application is for the use of applicants seeking an Equivalency Determination under La. Sup. Ct. Rule XVII, Sec. 6. Applicants granted such Equivalency Determinations must thereafter complete the bar examination application to sit for the bar examination and fulfill all other requirements of La. Sup. Ct. Rule XVII, Sec. 3.
1. Personal: Mr. ____ / Ms. ____ / Mrs.____ Social Security #_____________________

Name_________________________________________________________________
Mailing address_________________________________________________________

(Street/P.O. Box) 

(City) 


(State)    (Zip Code)

Telephone:  Home ________________ Cellular _______________ Work____________
Email Address_________________________________________________________

2. City, Country & Date of birth_____________________________________________

3. Country of Citizenship ____________________

If not a natural born citizen of the United States please provide full particulars of your status as a naturalized citizen, permanent resident alien or alien otherwise authorized to work lawfully in the United States.  Please list expiration dates, if any and attach a copy of your naturalization certificate, permanent resident card or visa.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Have you ever been charged with the violation of any laws in any jurisdiction, other than minor traffic violations? Yes □ No □
If yes, state when, where, nature, disposition of charge and attach a certified copy of any document(s) evidencing the dismissal or final disposition of any charges against you. (Attach additional pages as necessary.)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5. List the name and address of schools attended, (high school, college or university, law school). State period of attendance for each and degrees awarded.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Legal education:  Give the name each institution at which you studied law, all degrees and dates awarded.  Attach certified or true copies of diploma and transcripts from each such institution.  Submit a curriculum, catalog, program of study or similar documentation which provides a description of courses offered and requirements of the program at the time you attended.  Also provide information about each institution (e.g. whether the institution is private or public, the date it was chartered, accreditation information).
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.   Successful completion of a minimum of 14 semester hours of credit from an ABA accredited law school in any of the following categories is required for an equivalency determination: Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law, Corporations or Business Organizations, Evidence, Federal Jurisdiction, Federal Civil Procedure, Intellectual Property, Louisiana Civil Procedure, Louisiana Obligations Law, Professional Responsibility, Taxation, Torts and Uniform Commercial Code.  No more than 4 credit hours in any one subject shall be counted toward this requirement.  List the course titles, subjects and credit hours received which fulfill this requirement.  Certified transcripts must be attached. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Licenses or Admissions:  Please state if you are licensed or admitted to practice law in any jurisdictions.  If licensed or admitted, please state the jurisdiction(s) and attach a copy of license(s) and verification(s) of good standing.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  Is the law degree you received sufficient in itself to authorize or license you to practice law in the country in which you studied law? Yes □ No □
10. Were you required to take an examination in any jurisdiction where you have been

authorized to practice law? Yes □ No □
If so, what authority or institution administered such examination(s), when did you take such examination(s) and what were the results for each such examination(s)?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Have you ever applied for admission to the practice of law in Louisiana or any other state or country? Yes □ No □

If so, give dates, the names of the states or countries, and the results of such applications.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12.  List your practice experience, if any, in your home country and in any other country or jurisdiction where you have practiced law.  Attach professional resume.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13.  Why do you wish to be admitted to the Louisiana Bar?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. List the names of two individuals who recommend you for admission to practice in Louisiana.  Attach letters of recommendation written by these individuals.  The individuals should be licensed to practice in any jurisdiction in which you are currently licensed to practice. If you are not currently licensed to practice, please submit letters of recommendation from the institution at which you received your legal education.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

(CITY) (DATE EXECUTED) (SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT)

State of ________________________________

Parish/County of _______________________________

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally came and appeared ____________________________

who, being by me first duly sworn did depose and say: that the above and foregoing answers and statements were made by him/her and that they are true and correct.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this ___________ day of ______________, _____.

______________________________

(NOTARY PUBLIC)

